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                                                                  August 2009

Dear Pastors,

As we wait to see where tropical storms or hurricanes may make landfall this year, please allow me to share with you a word of comfort and a few last minute preparation ideas from Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR).

Before the Disaster

First and foremost please know that you are in the prayers of brothers and sisters throughout the whole ELCA. When a hurricane looms, waiting can be one of the most difficult things to do. Isaiah 40:28ff says, “The Lord…gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless…Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” We are walking with you and praying unceasingly for your, your families, and your parishioners’ safety.

Second, please take care of yourself and your family first. Make sure you have your hurricane preparedness kit ready and a plan for evacuation if needed. I can not over emphasize the importance of letting the synod office know how to contact you and where you will be located after the storm. While on the Mississippi Coast after Katrina I participated in Camp Noah, a program for children who have experienced a disaster. I learned that people find the most comfort in tasks related to preparedness…especially children. So if you have children have them help you with the following.  It empowers them and helps to put some of their fear aside. Encourage them to make their own disaster preparedness kit with some of their favorite things that they would like to have in case of a disaster.

· Stay informed by listening to their local news stations. A battery powered radio is recommended. 
· Know how to access the Red Cross Safe and Well website at: https://disastersafe.redcross.org/.  This site makes it possible for you to let friends and family know you are safe if you are unable to call them. 
· Assemble a disaster supplies kit, including food, water, toiletries, bedding, essential medication and a flashlight.  A more complete list is attached from NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  These are the same folks that bring us our updates on severe weather. 

Next please convey to your parishioners how critical it is to evacuate if the order is given.  Now is a good time to begin making a list and checking on elderly and medically frail members as to their evacuation plans.  Some will be resistant, so please share with them how important it is that stay safe and follow the evacuation order.  Also, many elderly refuse to leave their homes because of their pets.  Red Cross shelters are NOT allowed to take pets due to state health regulations, so it is important to have a disaster plan for your pet.  The Human Society in America has developed recommendations for pet disaster care.  You can access this information at: http://www.redcross.org/general/0,1082,0_62_44,00.html.

After the Disaster
After the storm it is important to know that the Red Cross and Salvation Army will be the First Responders in a disaster situation.  When it is safe to enter the disaster area, usually within 72 hours, Lutheran Disaster Response in partnership with the synod will be there to meet with rostered and lay leaders to begin assessing needs and formulating a plan for long term recovery. Long term recovery includes assistance to disaster survivors who are in the greatest need.  Assistance is targeted and intentional.  LDR does this by offering case management services through Lutheran Family Services in the Carolinas. A case manager helps individuals and families assess their needs and get access to assistance that is available.   

LDR works together with Voluntary Organizations Assisting in Disaster (VOAD), FEMA and the state emergency management team to try and reduce confusion and overlap in assistance. Red Cross and most faith based organizations participate in VOAD.  Each organization has an area of disaster work that they specialize in.  Working together we accomplish so much more than working separately! So if you need your house mucked out after a flood and help rebuilding you could possibly have a group of Lutherans or Presbyterians or Habitat folks working on the same project at different times for different purposes. In addition to working together on the volunteer front, we also work together with the state to coordinate donations of physical goods through a national program called AidMatrix.

LDR in conjunction with LFS and the synod stand ready to accept donations for disaster relief. All funds will go directly to disaster survivors. Additional information will be coming after a disaster occurs.

In closing please remember that Lutheran Disaster Response will be walking with you when a disaster strikes.  

In Christ,


Judy


The Rev. Judith A. Klusman

Coordinator, Lutheran Disaster Response in the Carolinas

1988 Lutheran Synod Dr.

Salisbury, NC 28144

Cell: 704.351.5382

Office: 704.633.4861

jklusman@nclutheran.org

DOMESTIC DISASTERS:
Editors: When listing organizations receiving funds to aid survivors of major disasters inside the United States, Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands, please include:
ELCA Domestic Disaster Response, P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, Illinois 60694-1764
Credit card gift line:  1-800-638-3522 
Credit card gifts via Internet: http://www.ELCA.org/disaster





















